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ALREADY ONE OF THE UK’S
LEADING RENEWABLE
ENERGY DEVELOPERS,
UNITED UTILITIES
INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
BUSINESS HAS BUILT A
REPUTATION FOR
CARRYING OUT SOME OF
THE LARGEST UTILITY
PROJECTS IN THE UK. 

Making them an ideal partner in
renewable energy developments, they
deliver cost effective solutions
managed end to end, through a single
dedicated point of contact.

Their aim is to conserve, protect
and enhance the environments they
operate in by working with their
clients to provide an integrated service
which includes:

� Production of detailed design to
include all aspects 
of network connections.

� Site supervision. 
� HV construction.
� Installation.
� Testing.
� Commissioning.
� Procure the balance of

equipment.
� Management of private networks

including control, 
operation and maintenance.

For more information contact Gemma
McAiney on Tel: 01772 228858 or email:
infrastructure.services@uuplc.co.uk 

A wind turbine gearbox is a very complex piece of engineering which has both high and low speed sections.
Conventional condition monitoring is perfect for high speed applications but is found wanting when low
speeds are concerned.

This is the area where MetalSCAN from
GasTOPS comes into its own, the slow
speed planetary section.  MetalSCAN is
installed into the lubrication line and takes
the full flow of lubricant, an alarm level is
set according to the gearbox installed, then
MetalSCAN continually monitors the debris
both ferrous and non ferrous that is in the
lubricant.

There are some major benefits from fitting
MetalSCAN to your turbine: Longer
notification of a possible problem, allowing
you to schedule the repair rather than just
shutting the turbine down.  Catching the
problems within the planetary section
before a major catastrophe occurs, thus
significantly reducing the cost of repair. 

MetalSCAN does what other conventional
monitoring cannot, at a fraction of the cost:
It gives your turbine “extra sensory
protection”.

For more information visit: www.windpower-renewable-solutions.com
or email: info@windpower-renewable-solutions.com

DO PARTICLES COUNT?

To play its part in the shift towards carbon-free
energy production, the offshore wind industry
must undergo significant change over the next ten
years.  The full scale of the requirement to deliver
significant new generation capacity at the right
cost, safely and sustainably needs to be grasped by
all.  This task is made even more challenging by the
risks inherent in complex projects involving marine
logistics and seabed installations – risks that only
increase as we go further offshore with larger
developments.

After a quarter century of astonishing growth, the
UK offshore oil and gas industry was given a ‘wake
up call’ to do things more economically following
the oil price collapse in 1986 and, in response, the
CRINE (Cost Reduction in the New Era) initiative
was established.  

A more open and mutually beneficial method of
working was initiated in order to meet the typical
CRINE target cost saving of 30% for
each unit of oil and gas produced.
“Alliancing” was for many the catalyst to
succeed in this challenge by providing
advantages to developers, contractors
and suppliers as all parties benefitted
from delivering projects which were
otherwise not viable.

Looking back, the CRINE initiative was a
success – so the good news is that the

current cost
challenge faced in
offshore wind is
one that has been
overcome before
– and one where
we can succeed
again.  

The clue to the solution here is in the WE:
Alliancing provides a basis for industry players to
unite to advance common goals and secure
common interests. Developers can gain greater
certainty of resources as well as enhance the
essential requirements of cost, schedule and
quality.  Contractors and suppliers can achieve
greater certainty of workload which promotes the
new capital investment often necessary to make
cost savings possible.

For more information email: renewables@kbr.com    
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